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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 CPR-01 /027 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARP:JJZIOLKOWSKI:DCS 
APPROVED BY NEA:ALATHERTON,JR. 

NEA/ARP:JWTWINAM 

NEA:SSOBER 

0421 10Z 073947/63 

O 042057Z JUN 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY DOHA IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 129459 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, QA, US 

SUBJECT: CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO CROWN PRINCE 
REF: (A) DOHA 0666, (B) DOHA 0667 

1 . DEPARTMENT COMMENDS EMBASSY'S THOROUGH REPORTING OVER 
MANY MONTHS ON ISSUE OF SELECTION OF CROWN PRINCE IN QATAR. 

WE HAVE CONSIDERED EMBASSY'S REQUEST FOR CONGRATULATORY 
MESSAGE TO CROWN PRINCE. SUCH MESSAGE WOULD UPSET THE 
USEFUL PRECEDENT WHICH HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR DEALING WITH 
THE GULF EMIRATES: THAT THE PRESIDENT CORRESPONDS WITH 
AMIRS, THE SECRETARY WITH PRIME MINISTERS AND FOREIGN 
MINISTERS AND WITH CROWN PRINCES ONLY WHEN THEY HOLD PRIME 
MINISTER RANK. (AS YOU KNOW, DEPARTMENT FOLLOWS THIS 
POLICY IN TRANSMITTING EID GREETINGS AS WELL AS MORE SUB- 
STANTIVE MESSAGES.) WE HAVE ALSO CONSIDERED POSSIBILITY 

OF PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO AMIR ON THIS OCCASION BUT ON 
BALANCE BELIEVE IT WOULD RISK GIVING IMPRESSION THAT USG 
WAS UNDULY CONCERNED ABOUT THE INTERNAL FRICTION WHICH 
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ISSUE OF SUCCESSOR TO AMIR REPORTEDLY HAD CAUSED. 

2. THEREFORE, YOU SHOULD TELL BOTH AMIR AND CROWN PRINCE 
HAMAD ORALLY THAT YOU HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO EXPRESS CON- 
GRATULATIONS OF USG ON QATAR’S SELECTION OF AN HEIR 

APPARENT. 
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3. IF SHEIKH SUHAYM IS IN FACT NAMED PRIME MINISTER, 
DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ADVICE AS TO WHETHER 
MESSAGE TO HIM FROM SECRETARY WOULD BE APPROPRIATE IN 
ABSENCE OF SIMILAR MESSAGE TO CROWN PRINCE AND IN CONSID- 
ERATION OF RIVALRY WITHIN RULING FAMILY. YOU ARE ALSO 
AUTHORIZED, SHOULD THIS HAPPEN, TO EXPRESS TO BOTH AMIR 
AND SHEIKH SUHAYM THE SAME SORT OF CONGRATULATIONS YOU 
HAVE EXPRESSED ON SELECTION OF CROWN PRINCE. CHRISTOPHER 
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